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"Three Character Classic" Full Edition with Pinyin and English Translation

The Three Character Classic, Trimetric Classic or San Zi Jing is one of the Chinese classic texts. It was
probably written in the 13th century and attributed to Wang Yinglin (F JEf#, 1223--1296) during the

Song Dynasty. It is also attributed to Ou Shizi (#Ki#E T+, 1234--1324).
Elementary Chinese,Three Character Classic translated by Herbert A. Giles (Shanghai, 1910)

rénzhi chi , xing bénshan .
Nz ¥, HAERE,
Men at their birth are naturally good.

xing xidng jin , xi xidng yudn .
PEAE I, M@ .

Their natures are much the same; their habits become widely different.

gou bu jido , xing ndiqian -
HOAS o, YT

If foolishly there is no teaching, the nature will deteriorate.

jiaozhl ddo , gul yi zhudn .
B wE, 5L
The right way in teaching, is to attach the utmost importance to thoroughness.

xI méng mi , zé linchu .
B B, B

Of old, the mother of Mencius chose a neighbourhood;

zi bu xué , duanji zhu .
T A%, WAL

and when her child would not learn, she broke the shuttle from the loom.

douydanshdn , yoduyl fang .
$#, AT
Tou of the Swallow Hills had the right method.

jjaowl zI , ming ju yang .
HHT, ZBHB.

He taught five sons, each of whom raised the family reputation.

ydng bu jido , fu zhi gud .
EAH, X zziF.
To feed without teaching is the father's fault.

jiaobu yan , shi zhi duo .
BAE, 2

To teach without severity is the teacher's laziness.



zi bu xué , feisud yi o
T A%, AR H

If the child does not learn, this is not as it should be.

you bu xué , ldohé wéi .
T NS (S

If he does not learn while young, what will he be when old

yu bu zhué , bu chéng qi -
£ A E, A KA

If jade is not polished, it cannot become a thing of use.

rénbu xué , bu zhl yi .
N A, A H L

If a man does not learn, he cannot know his duty towards his neighbour.

wéirénzi , fang shdoshi
BN T, H R

He who is the son of a man, when he is young

ginshi you , xi i yi .
kWA, 21 AL A

should attach himself to his teachers and friends, and practise ceremonial usages.

xidng jit ling , néng wénxi .
LR, BRI .
Hsiang, at nine years of age, could warm (his parents') bed.

xidoyd gqin , sud dang zhi .
Z T X, B4 .

Filial piety towards parents, is that to which we should hold fast.

réong si sui , néng rang i .
(VLU N R S
Jung, at four years of age, could yield the (bigger) pears.

di yd chdng , yi xignzhi .
HF K, =L M.

To behave as a younger brother towards elders, is one of the first things to know.

shouxiaodi , ¢l jianwén .
HOFE S, kW E

Begin with filial piety and fraternal love, and then see and hear .

zhi moushtt , shi moéuwén .
aOR O, W .

Learn to count, and learn to read.



yl érshi , shi érbdi o
— i+, A

Units and tens, then tens and hundreds,

bdi érqgian , qidn érwan .
|HoamT ., T

hundreds and thousands, thousands and tens of thousands.

san cdi zhé , tiandi rén .
=4 #, KA.

The Three Forces are Heaven, Earth, and Man.

sdn gudng zhé , ri yué xing .
3 jlﬁ % ’ El H E o

The Three Luminaries are the sun, the moon and the stars.

sdn gang zhé , jinchényi .
“HNWHE, BE .

The Three Bonds are (1) the obligation between sovereign and subject,

fu zi qin , fd fu shun .
LFE, KA.

(2) the love between father and child, (3) the harmony between husband and wife.

yué chtnxia , yué qid dong .
Fl & &2, B K%

We speak of spring and summer, we speak of autumn and winter.

ci si shi , yunbu qiong -
e, 245%5.

These four seasons revolve without ceasing.

YUé nanbéi , yué xi dong .
F mdb, B 78R .

We speak of north and south, we speak of east and west.

ci si fang , ying hid zhong »
wwrE, NP H.

These four points respond to the requirements of the centre.

yué shui hud , mu jintl .
FoK <k, K& L.

We speak of water, fire, wood, metal and earth.

cl wii xing , bénha shu .
o HAT, AP .

These five elements have their origin in number.



yué rényl , 1i zhl xin .

B, 4L &G

We speak of charity of heart and of duty towards one's neighbour, of propriety, of wisdom, and of
truth.

ci wi chdng , bu réong wén .
hHE, A% XK.

These five virtues admit of no compromise.

ddoliang shi , maisht ji .
B, £Fx®R.

Rice, spiked millet, pulse, wheat, glutinous millet and common millet.

ci lit g , rénsud shi .
oA, NiTfE.

These six grains are those which men eat.

md nid ydng , j1 qudnshi .
oo E, R K
The horse, the ox, the sheep, the fowl, the dog, the pig.

cli liu cht , rénsud si
oo s, N B,

These six animals are those which men keep.

wéinii qudn , gong zui zhu .
MR, TR E

Especially of the ox and dog is the merit most conspicuous;

néng géng tian , néng shouhlu .
Be #F H o, BE T
one can plough the fields, the other can guard the house.

mei tian lidng , td shi si .
B KR, JB &

It is to obscure your natural goodness of disposition, to kill them and expose them for sale.

jie wi shi , midnzui chu .
wmY e, B

Beware of eating them, and so avoid being punished.

yué xI nu , vyué aiju o
H & &%, BH ®H,.
We speak of joy, of anger, we speak of pity, of fear,

ai ¢ yu , qi gqing ju »
Z %A, bt HE.
of love, of hate, and of desire. These are the seven passions.



pdoti gé , mu shi jin o
MEE, KA &

The gourd, earthenware, skin, wood, stone, metal,

yi sI zhu , ndibda yin .
54, Jy)\NE .

silk, and bamboo,yield the eight musical sounds.

gdo zéng zii , fu érshén .
moE O, KmE .
Great great grandfather, great grandfather, grandfather, father and self,

shén érzi , zi érsin .
B 9m F ., 1 m

self and son, son and grandson,

zi zi sin , zhi yudncéng .
H ¥, &x%.

from son and grandson, on to great grandson and great great grandson.

ndijit zi , érzhi lun »
VERVIND /IR (1A (o

These are the nine agnates, constituting the kinships of man.

fu zi én , fa fu cong »
TR, k@a M.

Affection between father and child, harmony between husband and wife,

xiong zé you , di zé gong .
PSP < (| I/ S

friendliness on the part of elder brothers, respectfulness on the part of younger brothers,

zhdng youxt , youyd péng .
K9 r, KE5EM.

precedence between elders and youngers, as between friend and friend,

jinzé jing , chénzé zhong -
AW, RO OE

respect on the part of the sovereign, loyalty on the part of the subject.

cl shi yi , rénsud téng o
e+ 3, N .

These ten obligations are common to all men.

fanxtinméng , xa jidng jia .
DA IS B P
In the education of the young, there should be explanation and elucidation,



xidng xtn g , ming ju dou

WU, &% A Bk

careful teaching of the interpretations of commentators, and due attention to paragraphs and
sentences.

wéixué zhé , bl yducha .
N E, LAY

Those who are learners must have a beginning.

xido xué zhong , zhi si shi o
N =Y
The "Little Learning" finished, they proceed to the "Four Books".

linytd zheé , érshi pian »
wiEE, =T
Thereis the Lun Y i, in twenty sections.

qundi zi , ji shanydn .
e r, wEF -

In this, the various disciples have recorded the wise sayings of Confucius.

meéng zi zhé , ql pidnzhi »
& &, bR k.

The works of Mencius are comprised in seven sections.

jiing daodé , shud rényl .

oFoaE m, W .

These explain the WAY and the exemplification thereof, and expound charity and duty towards one's
neighbour.

zud zhong yong , zi si bl o
£, B E .
The "Chung Yung" was written by the pen of Tz{BR}u-ss{BR}u;

zhong bu pidn , ydng bu yi

AW, A S .

"Chung" (the middle) being that which does not lean towards any side, "Yung" (the course) being that
which cannot be changed.

zu6 da xué , ndicéng zi .
fE R, Th 8 7F.

He who wrote "The Great Learning" was the philosopher Ts é ng.

z1 xit qi , zhl ping zhi

H &%, &Fif.

Beginning with cultivation of the individual and ordering of the family, it goes on to government of
one's own State and tranquillisation of the Empire.

xidojing tong , si shi shu .



F oz, J§P

When the "Classic of Filial Piety" is mastered, and the "Four Books" are known by heart.

rd lit jing , shi ké du .
woN %, oA k.
The next step is to the "Six Classics", which may now be studied.

shi sht yi , I chingqit »

W&, AL FE K

The "Books of Poetry", of "History" and of "Changes", the "Rites of the Chou Dynasty", the "Book of
Rites", and the "Spring and Autumn Annals",

hdolit jing , dang jidng qgiu »
SANE, Kk
are called the Six Classics, which should be carefully explained and analysed.

you lidn shan , you guil cang .
H L, A H K

There is the "Lien shan" system, there is the "Kuei tsang",

you zhouyi , sdnyi xidng o

R 5%, =51

and there is the system of Changes of the Chou Dynasty; such are the three systems which elucidate
the Changes.

you didn mé ,  ydu xun gdo o
H oo, F ol
There are the Regulations, the Counsels, the Instructions, the Announcements,

youshi ming , shd zhl do .
A% @, B2z Hr,
the Oaths, the Charges; these are the profundities of the Book of History.

woO zhdu gong , zud zhouli o
®HE A, fERE AL
Our Duke of Chou drew up the Ritual of the Chou Dynasty,

zhu lit gudn , cunzhi ti .

EONE ., R k.

in which he set forth the duties of the six classes of officials, and thus gave a settled form to the
government.

da xidodai , zhu i ji o
Ko #, AL R

The Elder and the Younger Tai wrote commentaries on the Book of Rites.

shu sheng ydn , 11 le béi ,
wXxE, LK &
They published the holy words, and Ceremonies and Music were set in order.



yué gud féng , yué yd song .
EOEOXC, B
We speak of the "Kuo feng", we speak of the "Ya" and of the "Sung".

hdosi shi , dang féng yong -
FO0 R, M R Bk .

These are the four sections of the Book of Poetry, which should be hummed over and over.

shi ji wang , chnqid zuod »
WO, B OKE

When odes ceased to be made, the "Spring and Autumn Annals" were produced.

yu bdo bidn , bié shan e .
wER, g E %
These "Annals" contain praise and blame, and distinguish the good from the bad.

san chudn zhé , ydu gong yéang .
=t H, 2 F.

The three commentaries upon the above, include that of Kung-Yang,

you zud shi , ydu goulidng .
HLEK, %%,
that of Tso, and that of Ku-Liang.

jing ji ming , fang du zi »
2 B, 7T
When the classics are understood, then the writings of the various philosophers should be read.

cud qi yado , j1 qi shi o
B2, 9 HOFH
Pick out the important points in each, and take a note of all facts.

wl zI zhé , yduxinydng .
hrE, AEY

The five chief philosophers are Hs U n, Yang,

wén zhong zI , ji ldozhudng »

T, kEES
W & n Chung Tz{BR}u, Lao Tz{BR}u and Chuang Tz{BR}u.

jing zi tong , du zha shi .
% 7 E ., ;%
When the Classics and the Philosophers are mastered, the various histories should then be read,

kdoshi xi , zhi zhdng shi .

R, &

and the genealogical connections should be examined, so that the end of one dynasty and the
beginning of the next may be known.



z1 xI n6bng , zhi hudng di o
H & &, & HEW.

From Fu Hsi and Sh & n Nung on to the Yellow Emperor, --

hdo san huédng , jid shang shi .
5 =82, B B

these are called the Three Rulers, who lived in the early ages.

tdng youyd , hao érdi .
A E, 5 W .

T'ang and Yu-Y ( are called the Two Emperors.

xidng y1 xtn , chéng shéng shi .
O, RO
They abdicated, one after the other, and theirs was called the Golden Age.

xid youyld , shdang ydutdang
EH &, WA D
The Hsia dynasty had Y G ; and the Shang dynasty had T'ang;

zhouwénwl , chéng sdnwang o
Ao, = E .
the Chou dynasty had W & n and Wu;-- these are called the Three Kings.

xid chuanzi , jia tignxia o

¥, KT,

Under the Hsia dynasty the throne was transmitted from father to son, making a family possession of
the empire.

si bdizdi , qianxia shé .
W E #, i & .

After four hundred years, the Imperial sacrifice passed from the House of Hsia.

tang fa xia , gud hdaoshdng »
B TR .
T'ang the completer destroyed the Hsia Dynasty and the dynastic title became Shang.

lit bdizdi , zhi zhouwang o
N H B, # 41

The line lasted for six hundred years, ending with Chou Hsin.

zhouwt wang , shi zhid zhou
= T v S (< B 7 I
King Wu of the Chou Dynasty finally slew Chou Hsin.

bd bdizdi , zul chang jit »
N H &, & KA.

His own line lasted for eight hundred years; -- the longest dynasty of all.



zhou zhé dong , wang gang dud
% ?Fﬁﬁ N EE éﬂ EE o

When the Chous made tracks eastwards, the feudal bond was slackened;

chéng gan gé , shang yoéushul .
E K, MU U .

the arbitrament of spear and shields prevailed; and peripatetic politicians were held in high esteem.

shi chiinqit , zhong zhan gud .
moE K, & E .
This period began with the Spring and Autumn Epoch, and ended with that of the Warring States.

wl bd gidng , qI xiéng cht .
oo, b H .

Next, the Five Chieftains domineered, and the Seven Martial States came to the front.

ying ginshi , shi jianbing o
WO IR, 8 JF

Then the House of Ch'in, descended from the Ying clan, finally united all the States under one sway.

chudn érshi , chi hdanzhéng .

e =, BN H.

The throne was transmitted to Erh Shih, upon which followed the struggle between the Ch'u and the
Han States.

The throne was transmitted to Erh Shih, upon which followed the struggle between the Ch'u and the
Han States.

gdozl xing , hanyé jian .
oM X, Wk &

Then Kao Tsu arose, and the House of Han was established.

zhi xidoping , wdng mdng cudn .
2 ¥, FIFHE,

When we come to the reign of Hsiao P'ing, Wang Mang usurped the throne.

gudng wl xing , wéidong han .

Then Kuang Wu arose, and founded the Eastern Han Dynasty.

si bdinidn , zhong yud xian »
W m %, £ T .

It lasted four hundred years, and ended with the Emperor Hsien.
weishi wi , zhéng handing .

BMoE R, F NS

Wei, Shu, and Wu, fought for the sovereignty of the Hans.

hdosan gudé , qi lidng jin »



5 =H, W g
They were called the Three Kingdoms, and existed until the Two Chin Dynasties.

song qi ji , liang chénchéng .
w4k, B PR OK .
Then followed the Sung and the Ch'i dynasties, and after them the Liang and Ch' é n dynasties

wéindnchdo , doujinling .
NoE O, # A

These are the southern dynasties, with their capital at Nanking.

béiyudnwei , féndong xi

o, 4 KA.

The northern dynasties are the Wei dynasty of the Y i an family, which split into Eastern and Western
Wei,

yi wénzhou , xing gdoqi o

FCHE, M oE K
the Chou dynasty of the Y U -wen family, with the Ch'i dynasty of the Kao family.

ddizhl sui , yi ti yl .
Bx2E, — L& F.

At length, under the Sui dynasty, the empire was united under one ruler.

bu zdi chudn , shi tong xu .
N H AL, KR4,

The throne was not transmitted twice, succession to power being lost.

tdng gdozli , qgi yi shi .
BEom oM, X

The first Emperor of the T'ang dynasty raised volunteer troops.

cht sui luan , chudng gud ji .
1= R 1| R [~ S
He put an end to the disorder of the House of Sui, and established the foundations of his line.

érshi chudn , san bdizdi o
A, = FHE .

Twenty times the throne was transmitted in a period of three hundred years.

lidng mi¢ zhl , gud ndi gdai -
2R, Jh .
The Liang State destroyed it, and the dynastic title was changed.

liang tédng jin , ji hanzhou .
;I]% % S‘I%lz 2 & yX J% o
The Liang, the T'ang, the Chin, the Han, and the Chou,

chéng wi dai , jié youyou .



S TR AV = S C <

are called the Five Dynasties, and there was a reason for the establishment of each.

ydnsong xing , shouzhouchdn .
KRR, % F M

Then the fire-led House of Sung arose, and received the resignation of the house of Chou.

shi ba chudn , ndnbéihtn .

N A, IR .

Eighteen times the throne was transmitted, and then the north and the south were reunited.

lidoyld jin , di hdoféen .
L 5%, W99,
Under the Liao and the Chin dynasties, there was confusion of Imperial titles;

ddi mié lido , song yducun o
#OK L, RO A

when the Liao dynasty was destroyed, the Sung dynasty still remained.

zhi yudnxing , jinxu xié o
2 oou X, & %
When the Y (i an dynasty arose, the line of the Chin Tartars came to an end,

yousong shi , yi téng miée .
fHoRMHE, —FH K.

and the House of Sung was destroyed together with it.

bing zhong gu6 , jianrong zhdi o
I EH o, ok E .
It united the Middle Kingdom, and attached to the empire the tribes of the north and west.

ming tdizii , jitl gInshl .
oK A, AR .

The founder of the Ming dynasty was for a long time engaged in warfare.

chudn jian wén , fang si si .
f& @& ., J7 A .

He transmitted the throne to Chien W é n only four years,

gian b&ijing , yong lé si o
oAb 5, K AR i .
when the capital was transferred to Peking, and Yung Lo succeeded the latter.

ddi chong zhén , méishanshl .
g w o, Bl
At length Ch'ung Ch & ng died on the Coal Hill.

lidoytd jin , jie chéng di .



LT &, &%
The Liao Tartars and the Chin Tartars all took the Imperial title.

yudn mié jin , jué song shi .
K &, 4R .
The Y U ans (Mongols) destroyed the Chin Tartars, and put an end to the House of Sung.

Ii zhong gué , jianrong zhdi o
£ B

They governed the Middle Kingdom, and also the wild tribes of the north and west;

jit shi nidn , gud zuo féi .
P SR IR .

after ninety years their mandate was exhausted.

tdizi xing , gud da ming »
N, K H .

Then T'ai Tsu arose, his dynasty being known as Ta Ming.

hdao héng wi , doujinling o
SR, # &
He took as his year-title Hung Wu, and fixed his capital at Chin-ling (Nanking).

ddichéng zi , qidnydnjing o
ok o, I # R
At length, under the Emperor Ch' é ng Tsu, a move was made to Swallow City (Peking).

shi qi shi , zhi chéng zhén .
+ &, M.

There were seventeen reigns in all, down to and including Ch'ung Ch é ng.

qudnydnsi , koura lin o
BAE B, & WAk

The hold on the people was relaxed, and rebels sprang up thick as forests.

zhi 1 chudng , shénqi zhdng -
A, ModE A

Then came Li Ch'uang, and the Imperial regalia were destroyed.

ging tdizi , ying jing ming o
BOK M, B .
The founder of the Ch'ing or Pure dynasty responded to the glorious summons;

jing si fang , ké da ding .
i, W oK g .

he tranquillised the four quarters (N.S.E. and W.), and achieved the final settlement of the empire.

nian ershi , qudnzdizi .



oo, & fE % .

The Twenty-two Dynastic Histories are all embraced in the above.

zGizhi luan , zhi xing shudi .

#qomEL, O E .

They contain examples of good and bad government, whence may be learnt the principles of
prosperity and decay.

di shi sha , kdoshi It .
S U R S W

Ye who read history must study the State Annals,

tong gt jin , rud qinmu o

WA, Hm K H

whereby you will understand ancient and modern events, as though having seen them with your own
eyes.

kdu érsong , xin érwéi .
HoTm oo, 0 T ME

Recite them with the mouth, and ponder over them in your hearts.

chdoyd s1 , xI yu sI .
WT e, AT W
Do this in the morning; do this in the evening.
Do this in the morning; do this in the evening.

xI zhong ni , shi xiang tud .
oMo, I omoE .
Of old, Confucius took Hsiang T'o for his teacher.

gl shéng xian , shang ginxué .
R R, MO
The inspired men and sages of old studied diligently nevertheless.

zhao zhong ling , du ld lun .
b A, i E .
Chao, President of the Council, studied the Lu text of the "LunY G ".

bi ji shi , xué qgié¢ gin o
wRE AL, e H OB

He, when already an official, studied, and moreover with diligence.

pl pu bidan , xué zhu jidn .
E7 T I | I T

One opened out rushes and plaited them together; another scraped tablets of bamboo.

bi wu sha , qié¢ zhl midn .
e, H oA

These men had no books, but they knew how to make an effort.



téu xudn liang ,  zhui ci gt »
SkoB B, HE oW gt .

One tied his head to the beam above him; another pricked his thigh with an awl.

bi bu jiGo , zi ginki o
WA B, B

They were not taught, but toiled hard of their own accord.

ri ndng ying , rda ying xué .
n R, oMk &
Then we have one who put fireflies in a bag, and again another who used the white glare from snow.

jia sul pin , xué bu zhul .
X B, FAE.
Although their families were poor, these men studied unceasingly.

ra fu xin , rd gud jido o
wofoH o, WM

Again, there was one who carried fuel, and another who used horns as pegs.

shénsul ldo , yoéukl zhud .
B OR %, R

Although they toiled with their bodies, they were nevertheless remarkable for their application.

st ldoqudn , érshi g1 »
mER, Z 1+t
Su Lao-ch' (i an, at the age of twenty-seven,

shi fa fen , du sha ji .
ok B, P
at last began to show his energy and devote himself to the study of books.

bi ji ldo , yoéuhui chi .
wORE MR
Then, when already past the age, he deeply regretted his delay.

érxidoshéng , yi zdosi .
KN4, ' R E,
You little boys should take thought betimes.

ruo liang hao , ba shi ér .
=R, )+ =
Then there was Liang Hao, who at the age of eighty-two,

dui da ting , kui dud shi .
ok E, B2 4.

made his replies in the great hall, and came out first among many scholars.



bi ji chéng , zhong chéng yi
weoRE R, AR R .

When thus late he had succeeded, all men pronounced him a prodigy.

érxidoshéng , yi li zhil .
RN, ' L&
You little boys should make up your minds to work.

ying bd sui , néng yong shi .
E QAN I -l G
Jung at eight years of age, could compose poetry.

mi gqf sul , néng fu qi

W%, fe .

Pi, at seven years of age, could make an epigram on "wei-ch'i".
bi ying wit , rénchéng qi .

woBAE S, N A

These youths were quick of apprehension, and people declared them to be prodigies.

éryou xué , dang xidozhi .
NS B S B A
You young learners ought to imitate them.

cdiwénjl , néng bianqin .
5O W, B B
Ts'ai W & n-chi was able to judge from the sound of a psaltery.

xi¢ daoyun , néng yong yin .
WoE H o, BE mko .
Hsieh Tao-y U n was able to compose verses.

bi nd zi , qi& cong min .
W 4o, H O 8.

They were only girls, yet they were quick and clever.

érnanzi , dang zi jing .
KT, B HEE,

You boys ought to rouse yourselves.

tang lia yan , fang qi sui .
ol &, s,

Liu Yen of the T'ang dynasty, when only seven years of age,

ju shénténg , zud zhéng zi »
2 M E, /FIE %7,

was ranked as an "inspired child", and was appointed a Corrector of Texts.



bi sul you , shénji shl .
R Y, 52t

He, although a child, was already in an official post.

éryou xué , midn érzhi .
R, BT B

You young learners strive to bring about a like result.

you wéizhé , yi rud shi .
a8 F, FHEZ.

Those who work will also succeed as he did.

qudn shduyeé , ji sI chén .
RF®w, AR,
The dog keeps guard by night; the cock proclaims the dawn.

gou bu xué , hé wéirén .
HMOAE, &5 AN

If foolishly you do not study, how can you become men

cdntd si , féng nitng mi o
ok o2, g OE .
The silkworm produces silk, the bee makes honey.

rén bt xué , bu rd wu .
ANADN%E, Ay,

If man does not learn, he is not equal to the brutes.

you érxué , zhuang érxing .
Hyoam e, AT .

Learn while young, and when grown up apply what you have learnt;

shang zhi jon , xid zé min .
EEE, TER.

influencing the sovereign above; benefiting the people below.

ydng ming shéng , xidnfu mi .
e, BB
Make a name for yourselves, and glorify your father and mother,

gudng yu gian , yu yu hou .
T, M T JE

shed lustre on your ancestors, enrich your posterity.

rényli zi , jinmdnying .
AN 8T, &M
Men bequeath to their children coffers of gold;



wo jidozi , wéiyl jing .
R#HTF, 2.

| teach you children, only this book.

ginydu gong , xi wi yi
}A Y, XLHE-.

Diligence has its reward; play has no advantages,

jie zhl zai , yi midnll &
Wz k., H B

Oh, be on your guard, and put forth your strength.

{=F%4) [Elementary Chinese; translated by Herbert A. Giles (Shanghai, 1910)]
Without Pinyin:
ANZH], PEARE.
Men at their birth are naturally good.
PEAHIE, SIAHIZE.
Their natures are much the same; their habits become widely different.
HAH, Y5,
If foolishly there is no teaching, the nature will deteriorate.
¥iE, st
The right way in teaching, is to attach the utmost importance to thoroughness.
T bk, FEARAL.
Of old, the mother of Mencius chose a neighbourhood;
TAY, WiblAT.
and when her child would not learn, she broke the shuttle from the loom.
S, H 7.
Tou of the Swallow Hills had the right method.
T, %A,
He taught five sons, each of whom raised the family reputation.
FAH, R,
To feed without teaching is the father's fault.
A", .
To teach without severity is the teacher's laziness.
T, AFRTE.
If the child does not learn, this is not as it should be.
WA, N,
If he does not learn while young, what will he be when old
EAK, AR
If jade is not polished, it cannot become a thing of use.
AAE, AHI .
If a man does not learn, he cannot know his duty towards his neighbour.
NNTS Tibmt.
He who is the son of a man, when he is young
RIA  SIHLAK.
should attach himself to his teachers and friends, and practise ceremonial usages.
FILKE, BERE.
Hsiang, at nine years of age, could warm (his parents') bed.



FT, P

Filial piety towards parents, is that to which we should hold fast.

WG, AL,

Jung, at four years of age, could yield the (bigger) pears.

FHT, BEHIEHR.

To behave as a younger brother towards elders, is one of the first things to know.
HEL, RHE.

Begin with filial piety and fraternal love, and then see and hear .

SR, RIS

Learn to count, and learn to read.

—ft, FimE.

Units and tens, then tens and hundreds,

BT, T,

hundreds and thousands, thousands and tens of thousands.
=A%, RHA.

The Three Forces are Heaven, Earth, and Man.

=¥, HHAE.

The Three Luminaries are the sun, the moon and the stars.
=WE, BRE X

The Three Bonds are (1) the obligation between sovereign and subject,
T2k, KA.

(2) the love between father and child, (3) the harmony between husband and wife.
FIREHE, EIfk%.

We speak of spring and summer, we speak of autumn and winter.
YRS, BATT.

These four seasons revolve without ceasing.

Fimdt, EPIZR.

We speak of north and south, we speak of east and west.

Y77, MR

These four points respond to the requirements of the centre.
FIAKK, Rt

We speak of water, fire, wood, metal and earth.

WTAT, AP

These five elements have their origin in number.

FUZX, ALEE.

We speak of charity of heart and of duty towards one's neighbour, of propriety, of wisdom, and of
truth.

WTH, ARE.

These five virtues admit of no compromise.

TRGERL, ZRM.

Rice, spiked millet, pulse, wheat, glutinous millet and common millet.
A, AN,

These six grains are those which men eat.

BAE, BRK.

The horse, the ox, the sheep, the fowl, the dog, the pig.

HNE, AP,

These six animals are those which men keep.

MR R, ThiR

Especially of the ox and dog is the merit most conspicuous;



REBFH, ResF/ .

one can plough the fields, the other can guard the house.

KRR, i,

It is to obscure your natural goodness of disposition, to kill them and expose them for sale.
B, RIELL.

Beware of eating them, and so avoid being punished.

FIE&, ERMH.,

We speak of joy, of anger, we speak of pity, of fear,

ZmE, BiE R

of love, of hate, and of desire. These are the seven passions.

A, KA.

The gourd, earthenware, skin, wood, stone, metal,

vy, Th\E.

silk, and bamboo,

yield the eight musical sounds.

A, AL .

Great great grandfather, great grandfather, grandfather, father and self,
i, T

self and son, son and grandson,

HTh, 208,

from son and grandson, on to great grandson and great great grandson.
JyIu, Tzt

These are the nine agnates, constituting the kinships of man.

KT, KA.

Affection between father and child, harmony between husband and wife,
SR, HBINES .

friendliness on the part of elder brothers, respectfulness on the part of younger brothers,
KA, K5M.

precedence between elders and youngers, as between friend and friend,
A WEL, EE.

respect on the part of the sovereign, loyalty on the part of the subject.
3 APTE.

These ten obligations are common to all men.

NINZE, AT,

In the education of the young, there should be explanation and elucidation,
I, &R,

careful teaching of the interpretations of commentators, and due attention to paragraphs and
sentences.

W, B,

Those who are learners must have a beginning.

INEELL, B,

The "Little Learning" finished, they proceed to the "Four Books".

win#E, —TH.

There is the Lun Y{, in twenty sections.

R, B E.

In this, the various disciples have recorded the wise sayings of Confucius.
wmF#H, LRk,

The works of Mencius are comprised in seven sections.

PHEME, B



These explain the WAY and the exemplification thereof, and expound charity and duty towards one's
neighbour.

e, TR%E.

The "Chung Yung" was written by the pen of Tz{BR}u-ss{BR}u;

AR, AR5

"Chung" (the middle) being that which does not lean towards any side, "Yung" (the course) being that
which cannot be changed.

ERY, Th8 1.

He who wrote "The Great Learning" was the philosopher Tséng.

Az, 2.

Beginning with cultivation of the individual and ordering of the family, it goes on to government of
one's own State and tranquillisation of the Empire.

F20, MYk,

When the "Classic of Filial Piety" is mastered, and the "Four Books" are known by heart.

WNg, Wi,

The next step is to the "Six Classics", which may now be studied.

wrt g, ALEK.

The "Books of Poetry", of "History" and of "Changes", the "Rites of the Chou Dynasty", the "Book of
Rites", and the "Spring and Autumn Annals",

GNE, HiFK.

are called the Six Classics, which should be carefully explained and analysed.

AHEL, HHmE.

There is the "Lien shan" system, there is the "Kuei tsang",

A%, =5,

and there is the system of Changes of the Chou Dynasty; such are the three systems which elucidate
the Changes.

A, Hil.

There are the Regulations, the Counsels, the Instructions, the Announcements,

fEh, BLR.

the Oaths, the Charges; these are the profundities of the Book of History.

LR L, EFAL.

Our Duke of Chou drew up the Ritual of the Chou Dynasty,

ENE, AR,

in which he set forth the duties of the six classes of officials, and thus gave a settled form to the
government.

KANER, vEFLIE.

The Elder and the Younger Tai wrote commentaries on the Book of Rites.

wEF, AR

They published the holy words, and Ceremonies and Music were set in order.

ETE R, EIEA

We speak of the "Kuo feng", we speak of the "Ya" and of the "Sung".

SR, iRk,

These are the four sections of the Book of Poetry, which should be hummed over and over.

FPRETS, HFRKAE.

When odes ceased to be made, the "Spring and Autumn Annals" were produced.

HE, HEE

[=JRANN)

These "Annals" contain praise and blame, and distinguish the good from the bad.
=t ARF.

The three commentaries upon the above, include that of Kung-Yang,



BLEK, A%,

that of Tso, and that of Ku-Liang.

2B, JiT

When the classics are understood, then the writings of the various philosophers should be read.
BHE, dHEH

Pick out the important points in each, and take a note of all facts.

hrE, B
The five chief philosophers are Hsiin, Yang,
LT, K.

Weén Chung Tz{BR}u, Lao Tz{BR}u and Chuang Tz{BR}u.

218, L.

When the Classics and the Philosophers are mastered, the various histories should then be read,
R, AU,

and the genealogical connections should be examined, so that the end of one dynasty and the
beginning of the next may be known.

HER, BEW,
From Fu Hsi and Shén Nung on to the Yellow Emperor, --
SR, &R,

these are called the Three Rulers, who lived in the early ages.

JEHEL, 5.

T'ang and Yu-Yu are called the Two Emperors.

FEAEED, PREE.

They abdicated, one after the other, and theirs was called the Golden Age.

268, WE7.

The Hsia dynasty had Y{; and the Shang dynasty had T'ang;

JASCE, FR=E.

the Chou dynasty had Wén and Wu;-- these are called the Three Kings.

BT, FRT.

Under the Hsia dynasty the throne was transmitted from father to son, making a family possession of
the empire.

WEE, THE 4.

After four hundred years, the Imperial sacrifice passed from the House of Hsia.

kA, E5wE.

T'ang the completer destroyed the Hsia Dynasty and the dynastic title became Shang.

NEE, BAT

The line lasted for six hundred years, ending with Chou Hsin.

JARE, ket

King Wu of the Chou Dynasty finally slew Chou Hsin.

INAE, mEKA.

His own line lasted for eight hundred years; -- the longest dynasty of all.

JAAR, FNEE,

When the Chous made tracks eastwards, the feudal bond was slackened;

ZFX, .

the arbitrament of spear and shields prevailed; and peripatetic politicians were held in high esteem.
IREK, AR

This period began with the Spring and Autumn Epoch, and ended with that of the Warring States.
hLgisg, GEH.

Next, the Five Chieftains domineered, and the Seven Martial States came to the front.

MG, IHATF.



Then the House of Ch'in, descended from the Ying clan, finally united all the States under one sway.
& A, NS

The throne was transmitted to Erh Shih, upon which followed the struggle between the Ch'u and the
Han States.

A, POk,

Then Kao Tsu arose, and the House of Han was established.

BEV, FIHE.

When we come to the reign of Hsiao P'ing, Wang Mang usurped the throne.

TN, AR

Then Kuang Wu arose, and founded the Eastern Han Dynasty.

WUHAE, 2Tk,

It lasted four hundred years, and ended with the Emperor Hsien.

MER, FIUN.

Wei, Shu, and Wu, fought for the sovereignty of the Hans.

S=H, M.

They were called the Three Kingdoms, and existed until the Two Chin Dynasties.

RFFGk, BERK.

Then followed the Sung and the Ch'i dynasties, and after them the Liang and Ch'én dynasties
NEE, e,

These are the southern dynasties, with their capital at Nanking.

Jbe8, IRV,

The northern dynasties are the Wei dynasty of the Yiian family, which split into Eastern and Western
Wei,

FIH, METF.

the Chou dynasty of the Yu-wen family, with the Ch'i dynasty of the Kao family.

BEfE, —Lt5.

At length, under the Sui dynasty, the empire was united under one ruler.

AP, R4,

The throne was not transmitted twice, succession to power being lost.

JE A, &S,

The first Emperor of the T'ang dynasty raised volunteer troops.

FrFEEL, OIE .

He put an end to the disorder of the House of Sui, and established the foundations of his line.
ZtR, =E#E

Twenty times the throne was transmitted in a period of three hundred years.

RRZ, HIE.

The Liang State destroyed it, and the dynastic title was changed.

SRHEE, B

The Liang, the T'ang, the Chin, the Han, and the Chou,

PR, B

are called the Five Dynasties, and there was a reason for the establishment of each.

RARPE, ZJH.

Then the fire-led House of Sung arose, and received the resignation of the house of Chou.

+ )\, BILE.

Eighteen times the throne was transmitted, and then the north and the south were reunited.
LHE, W59,

Under the Liao and the Chin dynasties, there was confusion of Imperial titles;

HORIL, RIAF

when the Liao dynasty was destroyed, the Sung dynasty still remained.



BTN, L.

When the Yiian dynasty arose, the line of the Chin Tartars came to an end,

ﬁﬁ_ﬂﬁ9 —‘ED_{O

and the House of Sung was destroyed together with it.

i, k.

It united the Middle Kingdom, and attached to the empire the tribes of the north and west.
BRAH, AR,

The founder of the Ming dynasty was for a long time engaged in warfare.

fEE, Ji9Ae.

He transmitted the throne to Chien Wén only four years,

EAER, KRN

when the capital was transferred to Peking, and Yung Lo succeeded the latter.

LM, L.

At length Ch'ung Chéng died on the Coal Hill.

T4, B,

The Liao Tartars and the Chin Tartars all took the Imperial title.

TCK4, HaRit,

The Ylans (Mongols) destroyed the Chin Tartars, and put an end to the House of Sung.
R, .

They governed the Middle Kingdom, and also the wild tribes of the north and west;
N, EER.

after ninety years their mandate was exhausted.

KM, FERH.

Then T'ai Tsu arose, his dynasty being known as Ta Ming.

S, W,

He took as his year-title Hung Wu, and fixed his capital at Chin-ling (Nanking).

A, T

At length, under the Emperor Ch'éng Tsu, a move was made to Swallow City (Peking).
Tt M

There were seventeen reigns in all, down to and including Ch'ung Chéng.

BAEEE, k.

The hold on the people was relaxed, and rebels sprang up thick as forests.

BRI, AL,

Then came Li Ch'uang, and the Imperial regalia were destroyed.

TEARM, Ristdr.

The founder of the Ch'ing or Pure dynasty responded to the glorious summons;
W05, FERGE.

he tranquillised the four quarters (N.S.E. and W.), and achieved the final settlement of the empire.
sk, &fE%.

The Twenty-two

Dynastic Histories are all embraced in the above.

BORTEL, FMEE.

They contain examples of good and bad government, whence may be learnt the principles of
prosperity and decay.

B, ESLR.

Ye who read history must study the State Annals,

WS, #HRH.

whereby you will

understand ancient and modern events, as though having seen them with your own eyes.



Dﬁﬁiﬁ9 ‘Dfﬁ‘r&o

Recite them with the mouth, and ponder over them in your hearts.

BT, AT

Do this in the morning; do this in the evening.

g, M.

Of old, Confucius took Hsiang T'o for his teacher.

W, M.

The inspired men and sages of old studied diligently nevertheless.

BhS, Wi,

Chao, President of the Council, studied the Lu text of the "Lun YU".
PeBRAL, = HE.

He, when already an official, studied, and moreover with diligence.

i, BT

One opened out rushes and plaited them together; another scraped tablets of bamboo.
WA, HEndl.

These men had no books, but they knew how to make an effort.

LS, HERIK.

One tied his head to the beam above him; another pricked his thigh with an awl.
WA, HEE.

They were not taught, but toiled hard of their own accord.

NP, WM.

Then we have one who put fireflies in a bag, and again another who used the white glare from snow.
FERH, FAK.

Although their families were poor, these men studied unceasingly.

e, WA .

Again, there was one who carried fuel, and another who used horns as pegs.
S8y, HEH.

Although they toiled with their bodies, they were nevertheless remarkable for their application.
HEmR, 1+t

Su Lao-ch'lian, at the age of twenty-seven,

MRRE, EEEE.

at last began to show his energy and devote himself to the study of books.
WEEE, MetFHR

Then, when already past the age, he deeply regretted his delay.

RN, ERE,

You little boys should take thought betimes.

HRE, I\

Then there was Liang Hao, who at the age of eighty-two,

XPREE, 2t

made his replies

in the great hall, and came out first among many scholars.

WRERL, AR

When thus late he had succeeded, all men pronounced him a prodigy.
RN, B

You little boys should make up your minds to work.

EINY, AEUKRF.

Jung at eight years of age, could compose poetry.

W%, REIRAR.

Pi, at seven years of age, could make an epigram on "wei-ch



WeFE, NPRHr.

These youths were quick of apprehension, and people declared them to be prodigies.
IR, R,

You young learners ought to imitate them.

B, REFEES .

Ts'ai Wén-chi was able to judge from the sound of a psaltery.
WHEHR, BEDKIS.

Hsieh Tao-yiin was able to compose verses.

Wiy, HEEE

They were only girls, yet they were quick and clever.

KRBT, HEE.

You boys ought to rouse yourselves.

JEXZ, B

Liu Yen of the T'ang dynasty, when only seven years of age,
HphE, EIET.

was ranked as an "inspired child", and was appointed a Corrector of Texts.
R, Hott.

He, although a child, was already in an official post.

IR, ST,

You young learners strive to bring about a like result.

HlE, TER.

Those who work will also succeed as he did.

KRB, W7

The dog keeps guard by night; the cock proclaims the dawn.
HA, mNN.

If foolishly you do not study, how can you become men

Tk ik, MERRE.

The silkworm produces silk, the bee makes honey.

A, Ay,

If man does not learn, he is not equal to the brutes.

W, CHImAT .

Learn while young, and when grown up apply what you have learnt;
EEHAE, TER.

influencing the sovereign above; benefiting the people below.
A, BAEE

Make a name for yourselves, and glorify your father and mother,
JeTHT, TS

shed lustre on your ancestors, enrich your posterity.

NIBET5 <5 o

Men bequeath to their children coffers of gold;

BH T, HE—%.

| teach you children, only this book.

AT, Wt

Diligence has its reward; play has no advantages,

W, HITT.

Oh, be on your guard, and put forth your strength.



